Family and friends of Task Force 1/3…
Greetings from the Haditha Triad.  It’s 19 May and this is phone message number four.

As we hurdle over the two month point in our deployment I’m glad to be able to report that everything continues to go very well for the Lava Dogs of 1/3.  There are undoubtedly many challenges ahead, but we’re past the first third of the deployment that has historically been one of the toughest periods for infantry battalions in the Al Anbar Province of Western Iraq.

Progress is evident everywhere in the Haditha Triad.  Overall, the local people remain generally supportive of the Iraqi government, the Iraqi Security forces, and the Marines.  We continue to receive frequent reports that most of the locals respect 1/3 and appreciate the professional, firm, and respectful way in which the young Marines treat them.
Civil affairs projects are being carried out across the battle space.  Your Marines are working with the Iraqis to repair schools, fix broken water pumps and hospital infrastructure, repair roads, and even build destroyed bridges over the Euphrates River.  

The Iraqi mayors in both Haditha and Barwanah are effectively leading their people and taking the necessary steps to set up city councils.  We still don’t have a mayor for the city of Haqliniyah, however recent engagements with local leaders and sheiks have been promising.  
It’s amazing to drive through the local Souk or “market” every day and see all the new shops and the bustling activity.  Hope continues to fuel the local economy and drive progress.

Attacks on the Marines and sailors in the battalion are occurring, but to date these have been mostly ineffective.  This is due to several factors.  First, the enemy has not recovered from the severe beating he took in the fall and winter months at the hands of our sister battalions, TF 2/3 and TF 2/4.  The constant, high temp operations we’ve conducted since then have ensured there has been time for the enemy to catch his breath.  1/3 patrols continue to constantly patrol the city… when we identify dangerous areas the Lava Dogs go there constantly.   Platoons continue to leave the security of the city to move into the outlying villages and locations where the enemy is trying to lick his wounds and recover.  We won’t let up on the pressure.  Secondly, the men of 1/3 are conducting operations in an aggressive and disciplined manner that makes them difficult to attack.  The foundation of this effort is the strong junior leadership at the team, squad, and section level… your husbands and sons.  The discipline and focus of these young men continues to amaze.
Let me say again that we take nothing for granted here.  Our respect for the enemy is such that we remain watchful at all the times.  We know very well that we’ve had some close calls that could have been worse.  This knowledge causes us to be that much more wary and vigilant as we move forward.  The day is coming when the enemy will try to retake the Triad and we will spare no effort now to ensure we’re ready.
I want to make sure to say a word about our Military and Police Transition Teams on this phone message.  The Marines, Soldiers and Sailors who make up these teams train and advise the Iraqi Army and Police units in the Triad area.  Their task is the most important one of the many accomplished by the TF 1/3.  To accomplish it the team members live with the Iraqis, conduct operations with them, and patiently and persistently ensure they continue to improve and develop.  As a result of the efforts of the Transition Teams, the Iraqi Army and Police in the Haditha Triad are significantly stepping up their efforts to conduct combined operations with us and move into areas where they have not previously operated.  Their efficiency and capability continue to show marked improvement.  

As you’ve hopefully noticed, we continue to make very significant progress in getting email and phone suites established at the forward operating bases.  This month should see the final work done in those bases without dedicated service.  Keep in mind that majority of the men in battalion continue to have only periodic access to phone and email due to their positioning at more remote expeditionary patrol bases and check points.  In all, TF 1/3 has a total of 22 positions spread out over a wide area.
That’s all for this time around.  Watch for the May newsletter which will be mailed before the end of the month.  For those of you in Hawaii, the Command Family Liaison Team and the Key Volunteer have a couple of great events planned for June.   These events are a way to meet other going through the same challenges and separation that you are… and you’ll have some fun in the process.
For (removed for privacy)and her dedicated band of KVs… thanks for all your efforts to keep everyone informed and help our families get through the tough spots.  (removed for privacy), thanks for everything your doing for the Lava Dog families.

Until next time… keep us in your prayers and thoughts and we’ll do the same out here.  God bless and Semper Fi.

LtCol Chip Bierman

CO Task Force 1/3

