Families and friends of 1/3,
Greetings from Haditha, Iraq.  It’s Apr 30th and this is phone message number three.


The battalion continues to conduct effective and successful operations throughout the three Triad cities and the surrounding area.  Although we’ve been deployed for a longer period, today marks thirty days 1/3 has had responsibility for the AO Triad battle space.  Building on the good work of 2/3 before us, a great deal has been accomplished in a short time.  The cornerstones of the effort remain constant patrolling and sweeping, the building of relationships with the locals, intelligence driven raids and operations, and a continual focus on the professionalization and growing of the Iraqi Security Forces.  We’re maintaining the security situation inside the cities, while also taking the fight to the enemy in the outlying villages and rural areas.  So far everything has worked well.  It should also be said though that we won’t get complacent as we work to stay ahead of a smart and adaptive enemy who will shrink at nothing to have his way.


The dedication, hard work, disciplines and teamwork of the Marines and Sailors continues to be inspiring.  I wish each of you could watch a group of them preparing for a patrol, conducting an IED sweep, or interacting with the locals out in the city.  As serious and professional as these Lava Dogs are about their duties, they also never also miss a chance for a joke or a laugh during their down time.  They keep each others spirits high, and remain remarkably cheerful and focused in the face of very austere conditions, long days, and challenging circumstances.   Be assured that each of you would whole-heartedly approve of the company your Lava Dog keeps.   These are extraordinary men.  

We’re thankful that despite the pace and intensity of our operations so far, we’ve had only a small number of casualties.  Most of our wounded were treated in theater and have been, or will be returned to duty with the battalion, while a couple others will return to the United States for follow on medical care.  Typically, the biggest concern of each of our Marines coming out of surgery has been how soon he could return to his platoon or section.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to each of our wounded warriors for a rapid recovery. 


As we transition from spring to summer in western Iraq, it’s getting hotter.  The nights are still cool enough for comfortable sleeping.  Daily though, the highs have moved into the low to mid 90s… this is hot for a heavily loaded Marine walking for hours through dusty and dirty streets.    From this point forward we’ll see the thermometer relentlessly climb toward average summer highs of 110-115 degrees.  Right now we’re also seeing the last of the periodic rain showers that help keep the dust at a bearable level.  We’re all finding that the close proximity to the Euphrates River means that the mosquitoes and flies are never in short supply.  On a positive note, the fact that the battalion arrived in the spring means that the Marines and Sailors get an extended period in which to gradually get used to the heat.  It’s typically a much bigger challenge for the battalions that arrive in the late summer and fall to get rapidly acclimatized.

It’s great to be able to report that since my last phone message two weeks ago we’ve been able to establish email connectivity at two more forward operating bases.  We’re working on the last couple forward operating bases, both of which are at our most distant locations East and West of the river.  Other quality of life of life initiatives like showers, weight lifting equipment and ice machines are in the works.

To hit an old theme, please keep in mind that access to a computer or phone can even vary between men in the same company.  Those located at the forward operating bases may have daily access, while others at the more remote expeditionary patrol bases or checkpoints may have only have infrequent access.

Mail continues to arrive regularly.  There’s always a happy buzz around any base when a convoy from the dam arrives full of mail bags and care packages.  Many packages arrive marked “any Marine or Sailor.”  No one ever goes without, as care packages are broken open and shared.  Thanks to everyone who has taken the time to put something together.

I’ve been pleased to hear that the morale and spirits of everyone in Kaneohe remains high.  I’m glad that so many of you have chosen to get involved and participate in the various events put together by the Key Volunteers.  KVs- keep up the great work.  You’re making a difference.


That’s all for now.  As always, I hope this finds each of you happy and well.  God bless you and keep your chins up during this time of separation- at least on this end, the time is flying.

Semper Fidelis,

LtCol Chip Bierman

CO TF 1/3

