SECDEF visits Essex

USS Essex (LHD 2) Public Affairs

United States Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) Donald Rumsfeld came aboard USS Essex (LHD 2) to visit crewmembers and to reenlist 30 Sailors and two Marines from Essex, other Essex battlegroup ships, embarked detachments and ships participating in the CARAT Exercise in port Singapore on Friday.

Rumsfeld said he was proud to visit the ship and see so many committed Americans working in the United States Navy.  He noted that today’s Essex Sailors are keeping a strong, dedicated tradition alive.   

“There was an Essex in the fleet when my father served and there was an Essex when I served,” said Rumsfeld. “The name Essex has had a fine, distinguished history. The ship’s illustrious name and legacy, that dates back to post-Revolutionary War times, carries on thanks to all of you who serve aboard this great ship.”

After the reenlistment ceremony, Rumsfeld fielded questions from a gathering of more than 900 Sailors and Marines on the flight deck. Navy reenlistee Disbursing Clerk 3rd Class (SW) Shawn Berens asked Rumsfeld on the status of the long anticipated ships with high-tech, state-of-the-art capabilities coming to the pacific region.

“If you keep on reenlisting, the ships are bound to show up here eventually,” said Rumsfeld.   Berens gave Rumsfeld a ‘thumbs up’ sign and the massive flight deck group found the humor in his response to the Petty Officer. 

When asked about the continuous speculation of a terrorist attack in the United States this summer, Rumsfeld said people should remain aware the warnings posted by government officials are in place for a reason. To protect us all from a similar, September 11, 2001 attack.  

 He said, “anyone who suggests we are immune to a possible terrorist attack doesn’t understand the threat levels we impose. We’re closer to the beginning than we are to the end on winning the war on terrorism. As we approach the 60th Anniversary of the Invasion of Normandy, we should be reminded that freedom is always worth fighting for, and worth dying for,” said Rumsfeld. “As it was 60 years ago when we fought for the freedom of the world, we will continue to fight and  ‘root out’ all the terrorists in existence.”  

Rumsfeld was also asked about future pay raises for service members. 

“The budget is slated for a 3.5% raise next year but after Congress and everyone runs through that proposal… we can’t give a definite answer at this time.”

In closing, Rumsfeld delivered a sincere message from the United States to all aboard the Essex.

“Your country, your President and especially this one American standing before you today, is deeply grateful for all your hard work and sacrifice. We owe you all so very much for what you’re doing for the United States and the freedom of the world.”

Rumsfeld is in Singapore to meet with Singaporean officials and attend the annual "Shangri-La Dialog" conference of Pacific nations. 

