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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

    MARINE CORPS BASE HAWAII

BOX 63002

KANEOHE BAY, HAWAII 96863-3002

                                                      BaseO 1730.3

                                                      CH

23 DEC 1995

BASE ORDER 1730.3
From:
 Commanding General

To:
   Distribution List

Subj: COMMAND RELIGIOUS PROGRAM

Ref:
  (a)
SECNAVINST 1730.7A
   
   (b)
MCO 1730.6C

      (c)
SECNAVINST 1730.8

      (d)
OPNAVINST 1730.lC

      (e)
SECNAVINST 7010.6

      (f)
MCO 7010.17

1.
Purpose. The purpose of this Order is to consolidate information contained in directives issued by higher authority concerning the utilization of chaplains and conduct of religious services and to provide efficient administration of the Command Religious Program (CRP) as it applies to morale and spiritual dimensions of Marine Corps Base Hawaii.

2.
Cancellation. ASO 1730.lE.

3.
Summary of Revision. This instruction contains the following changes and modifications:

a.
The addition of a background section, paragraph 4.

b.
The consolidation of paragraphs 5 and 6 from ASO 1730.lE into paragraph 6.

c.
The addition of a new duty in paragraph 6 (c) was added.

d.
The elimination of the section on the duties of the Religious Program Specialist.

BaseO 1730.3

23 DEC 1995

4.
Background
a.   References (a) and (b) establish Marine Corps policy for the free exercise of religion for members of the Command, their family members, and other authorized persons.

    b.  Commanders are responsible for implementing and maintaining a CRP in support of the free exercise of religion as set forth in reference (a) Commands shall support and manage the CRP as an integral and essential element of their administration, planning, programming, and budgeting activities.

c.
Relative to the free exercise of religion, reference (c) outlines the accommodation of religious beliefs and practices of individual members. The impact of accommodation must not adversely affect military readiness, individual or unit readiness, unit cohesion, health, safety, or discipline.

d.
Navy chaplains are assigned to Marine Corps commands to provide religious ministries and to facilitate the free exercise of religion as outlined in reference (a)

e.
In 1994 Marine Corps Base Hawaii was established as a command that includes Kaneohe Bay and Camp Smith. Accordingly, the CRP and the Base chaplain pastoral ministries discussed in this order are applicable to religious ministries delivered at Kaneohe Bay and Camp Smith.

5.
Divine Services. Professional Pastoral Counseling, and Religious Activities. The following policy guidelines, derived from references (a) through (f), will be promulgated by the Command Chaplain. The CRP is an official and integral part of each command within the Marine Corps. Responsibility for the CRP rests with the Commanding General, MCBH Kaneohe Bay.

a.
The Sabbath day of rest will be observed to the greatest extent possible. See references (a) and (b)

b.
Divine worship services, biblical studies, sacramental ordinances, confirmation, baptisms, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Sunday School, Special Days of Remembrance, and celebrations will be conducted in accordance with references (a), (b), and denominational requirements.

c.
The Divine Worship services for Catholic and Protestant personnel are offered each weekend at the Base Chapel. Services for Jewish personnel are conducted at the Aloha Jewish Chapel, Pearl Harbor. A Jewish Lay Reader coordinates logistic support between the Command Chaplain and participating personnel.
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6.
Duties and Responsibilities of the Command Chaplain. The Command Chaplain will:

a.
Advise the Commanding General on all matters related to religious freedom and the CRP.

b.
Be responsible for planning, programming, budgeting, and execution of the CRP, in accordance with references (a) and (b)

c.
Function as the Chaplain Coordinator for all chaplains assigned to commands at Kaneohe Bay. This includes all chaplains

assigned to III MEF Hawaii and CREDO. The central tasks of the Chaplain Coordinator are to:

(1)
Coordinate all religious activities at MCBH.

(2)
Provide monthly training events for all chaplains.

(3)
Ensure that all chaplains have a mentor available to them.

d.
Advise the Force Chaplain with regard to billets and other support requirements to determine required action at the Fleet Marine Force level.

e.
Coordinate the use of the Base Chapel and Chapel spaces, and the scheduling of Divine Services held at MCBH.

f.
Submit semi-annual report in accordance with reference (a)

g.
Ensure that chaplains of all units stationed aboard MCBH (Kaneohe Bay and Camp Smith) are available and actively involved in providing pastoral counseling.

h.
Provide and conduct programs of religious instruction for Base personnel and their family members through voluntary religious classes, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Sunday School, discussion groups, service projects, newsletters, literature, posters, etc.

i.
Administer the Sacraments or Rites of the Church as required.

j.
Serve as a liaison of the Command to local religious groups, churches, and civilian welfare organizations.
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k.
Ensure hospital visits are made to hospitalized Base personnel and family members.

1.
Ensure brig pastoral visits are made to Base personnel who are confined.

m.
Oversee and coordinate an after hours Chaplain Duty Watch Bill utilizing chaplain assets from MCBH, 3d Marine Regiment, 1st MAW ASE and CSSG-3.

7.
Funds. Two funds are under the authority of the Commanding General, but are administered by the Command Chaplain. Religious Offering Funds (ROF) are used for projects and programs of a religious or charitable nature, which cannot be supported by appropriated funds. References (e) and (f) apply. Local Operation and Maintenance Marine Corps Funds (O&MMC) are used for the support of the religious program.
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8.
Conclusion. Unit commanders are encouraged to become familiar with the contents of reference (b), which outlines the Commandant's policy, guidelines, and directives with regard to religious ministries to Marine Corps personnel and family members.

W.
C. PEOPLES

Deputy Commander
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