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 UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

MARINE CORPS BASE HAWAII

BOX 63002

KANEOHE BAY, HAWAII 96863-3002
                                                      BaseO 3000.1A

                                                      G-3

                                                      15 OCT 1998


 From:
Commanding General

 To:
Distribution List

Subj:
FIRE BUCKET STANDBY ORDER

Ref:
(a) JSOP for Mutual Civil Emergency Support in the State of Hawaii

Encl:
(1) Weapons Systems Requiring Fire Bucket Standby

1.
Purpose. Primarily, to publish direction and guidance in providing fire bucket standby support during large-caliber weapons live-fire exercises which have the potential of starting fires at the MCBH Range Training Facility (RTF). Secondarily, to establish guidelines for providing fire fighting assistance at other military training areas, on other government-controlled property, or property in the surrounding community.

2.
Background. Aircraft fire bucket standby support is often required to control or extinguish fires started during military exercises in training areas; to protect government property; and to assist federal or civilian firefighters in fighting fires that may occur on government-owned or leased lands or, during State of Hawaii emergencies.

3.
Cancellation. BaseO 3000.1.

4.
Summary Of Revision. This Order incorporates significant

changes and should be thoroughly reviewed.

5.
Policy.

a.
The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Aviation Support Element (1st MAW, ASE) will maintain an aircraft on fire bucket standby in accordance with paragraph 6.b. of this Order, or on other occasions when specifically requested by MCBH G-3.

b.
Aircraft from the 1st MAW, ASE are limited to daylight (sunrise to sunset) fire bucket operations only.
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c. Emergency fire fighting requests received directly from federal or state agencies will not be approved by MCBH or 1st MAW,ASE. Rather, all requests from federal or state agencies will be approved, then forwarded by, U.S. Army Garrison, Hawaii (USAG-HI) in accordance with reference (a). MCBH G-3 will then task 1ST MAW, ASE to support the request.

d.
During off-duty hours, weekends and holidays, the MCBH Command Duty Officer will coordinate fire bucket requests between USAG-HI and the 1st MAW, ASE Officer of the Day.

     e.
Situations in which fire bucket support to federal or state agencies may be authorized include, but are not limited to:

(1)
Fire out of control (large lift capacity required)

(2)
Fire threatens loss of life and/or property (civilian or military)

(3)
All civilian airborne assets are fully committed.

(4)
Federal or State declared emergencies.

(5)
Fires started as a result of military activity.

f.
1st MAW, ASE will respond and employ the fire bucket on “open area” or “range-type” fires only, not on structural fires or fires in built-up areas.

g.
The requirement for 1st MAW, ASE fire bucket standby may be suspended during the wet season (normally, November - February) if it is determined by the AC/S G-3 (after consulting with USAG-HI) that the possibility of fire is remote.

6.
Responsibilities
a.
Officer in Charge, MCBH Range Training Facility. Not later than the close of business each Thursday, submit the fire bucket standby requirements for the up-coming week to MCBH G-3 and 1st MAW, ASE.

b.
Commanding Officer, 1st MAW, ASE
(1)
Establish an aircraft alert schedule as follows:

(a)
When weapons of 7.62mm or larger caliber (see enclosure (1)) are scheduled for firing at the Range Training Facility, or at other training areas controlled by MCBH:

sunrise-sunset, 30 minute alert.

(b)
Normal weekdays/workdays: sunrise-sunset, 90 minute alert.

(c)
Weekends/Holidays: sunrise-sunset, 3 hour alert.
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        (2) Assign aircraft and crews to support the fire bucket 

     standby alert schedule.

(3)
Ensure that standby aircrews are fully briefed and that aircraft and fire bucket preflight checks are completed in order to ensure alert time-lines can be met.

(4)
Ensure coordination is conducted between off-going and on-coming standby squadrons for the timely transfer of the fire bucket.

(5)
Upon notification by the MCBH G-3, OIC of the Range Training Facility or, MCBH Command Duty Officer, activate the fire bucket standby aircraft.

7.
Command and Control
a.
All fire fighting operations on military property will be controlled, in priority order, by the Federal Fire Department (FFD), senior military officer present at the site, senior flight crew, or first aircraft on scene. The Honolulu Fire Department or other designated state/city/county fire fighting agencies will control fire-fighting operations on state-owned lands.

b.
In the event the on-scene controlling agency is unable communicate with 1st MAW, ASE aircraft, the flight crew will conduct in-flight coordination with other on-scene aircraft to coordinate altitudes, pattern directions, bucket refilling, refueling procedures, and general aviation safety.

c.
For fires at the MCBH Range Training Facility, the on-scene commander will be MCBH FFD. Communications with fire bucket aircraft will be via VHF 141.0 (138.8 secondary) unless otherwise designated.

8.
Communications
a.
For fires occurring outside MCBH, pre-launch coordination should be attempted by contacting the Federal Fire Department (471-7117), Honolulu Fire Department Communications Division (523-4411), and/or Air Division (523-4337)

b.
Unless otherwise designated, frequencies and call signs will be as follows:


Unit
Aircraft
Call Sign
primary/secondary

HMH-362
CH-53D
UGLY
323.4/32.00

HMH-363
CH-53D
RED LION
345.9/31.50

HMH-366
CH-53D
HAMMERHEAD
352.3/30.00

HMH-463
CH-53D
PEGASUS
341.2/30.40

ARMY
CH-47
HILLCLIMBER
49.70

ARMY
CH-47
IMUA
42.00

ARMY
HH-60
BLACKJACK
237.625

HFD
NOTAR
AIR ONE
122.85
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Ground Commanders
Call Sign
primary/secondary

Federal Fire Dept.
AC-1, 2,3.
   141.0/138.8


Honolulu Fire Dept.
TBD
                  154.4

c.
In response to fires on state-owned lands, initial airborne contact should be attempted on VHF 122.85. If no airborne communications exist between civilian and military aircraft, military helicopters will land (if practical) in close proximity to the ground command agency for a face-to-face brief. Ground units are responsible for selecting a suitable landing zone for arriving aircraft.

d.
In cases where no communication link exists and terrain does not permit a safe landing, the following guidelines will be followed:

(1)
Attempt to establish communications through visual signals from ground units designating areas of responsibility.

(2)
Attempt to work higher ground or perimeters, clear of civilian helicopters.

(3)
Avoid approaches, which produce down wash in the vicinity of civilian helicopters.

(4)
“See and avoid” principles shall remain in effect for all aircraft.

(5)
If safe flight operations cannot be maintained, military aircraft will not participate in the fire fighting operations.

e.
Civilian fire department aircraft have the primary responsibility for fire fighting. Stay clear of civilian aircraft operations.

9.
Refueling Procedures. Military helicopters can refuel at military bases or approved civilian airports.

10.
Non-Department of Defense (DOD) Passenger Lift Authorization
a.
Requests by non-DOD agencies to transport non-military firefighters or essential personnel to a scene (to include return flight) must be processed through the 1st MAW ASE chain of command.

b.
In emergency or mission essential situations, delays should be minimal.
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11.
Emergency Medical Evacuation (MEDEVAC)

a.
When a MEDEVAC of civilian or military personnel is required, military aircraft are authorized.

b.
Aircraft to support the MEDEVAC mission will be designated by the on-scene command and control agency.

c.
The MEDEVAC aircraft commander is responsible for coordination, location, and clearance for the appropriate civilian/military hospital.

12.
Action
a.
Commanding Officers, staff officers, department heads and supervisors shall comply with this order.

b.
Every Thursday, the OIC, RTF will provide a fax to MCBH G-3 and 1st MAW, ASE S-3 with the next week’s firing schedule of weapons contained in Enclosure (1). Additionally, the OIC, RTF will verbally re-confirm fire bucket support requirements with 1st MAW, ASE each morning these weapons are scheduled for live-fire.

c.
MCBH G-3 will notify the S-3, 1st MAW, ASE in the event that fire bucket standby support is required during any event/contingency not covered in this order.

13.
Applicability. This Order has the concurrence of the CO, 1st MAW ASE.

M.
L. OLSON

Deputy Commander

DISTRIBUTION:
A
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WEAPONS SYSTEMS REQUIRING FIRE BUCKET STANDBY
	WEAPON
	TYPE
	CALIBER

	M-60E3
	MACHINE GUN
	7.62 MM

	M-240/M-240G
	MACHINE GUN
	7.62 MM

	M-2 .50 CAL
	MACHINE GUN
	.50 CAL

	M-203
	GRENADE LAUNCHER
	40 MM

	MK 19
	GRENADE LAUNCHER
	40 MM

	M-224 
	MORTAR
	60 MM

	MK 153
	ROCKET LAUNCHER
	83 MM

	AT-4
	ROCKET LAUNCHER
	84 MM
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