
American Forces Press Service
News Release

WASHINGTON — Department of
Defense officials have released the pro-
posed fiscal year 2002 active duty military
pay table.

The pay table incorporates the proposed
4.6 percent pay raise servicemembers
would get if Congress approves the Bush
Administration’s fiscal 2002 DoD budget
request. 

The pay table also includes the targeted
pay raise aimed at mid-level NCOs and of-
ficers. 

If this is approved, all servicemembers
will receive at least a 5 percent pay raise
with some receiving raises of up to 10 per-
cent.

If approved, the pay raise goes into ef-
fect Jan. 1, 2002.

The table may be viewed on page A-2
and at http://www.defenselink.mil/spe-
cials/militarypay2002/paychart2002.html.
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Cpl. Roman Yurek

As a final farewell to Lt. Col. “Dangerous” Dan Liddell, commanding officer of 2nd Bn., 3rd Marine Regiment, the Celtic
Pipe and Drum Band from Honolulu serenaded the audience at Dewey Square during 2/3’s sunset parade, July 19.

Celts pipe rousing sendoff

Sgt. Robert Carlson
Combat Correspondent

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration issued an
advisory in April about the
rollover propensity of 15-pas-
senger vans.  In May, two sepa-
rate crashes took the lives of sev-
eral Marines.  Those accidents
are still under investigation, but
according to data provided by
the NHTSA, high rates of speed
and inexperienced drivers are
the main causes of rollovers in
these vehicles.

In an effort to prevent
rollovers, and protect the lives of
Marines and Sailors riding in 15-
passenger vans, the Base Safety
Center is working with motor
pool managers to educate dri-
vers of the dangers involved in
driving too fast in a fully loaded
van.

“Drivers need to be aware that
they are transporting other hu-
man beings,” said MCB Hawaii
Traffic Safety Specialist Dan
Martyniuk.  “They can’t travel at
a high rate of speed, and they
need to ensure all passengers
wear their safety belts.”

Part of the awareness cam-
paign includes requiring 15-pas-
senger van drivers to receive a
brief about the safety concerns,
and to sign an agreement of un-
derstanding when they check

out a vehicle from the dispatch-
er.

“We now require all drivers to
learn about and understand the
safety advisory before they get
on the road,” said Master Sgt.
Coe Taylor, MCB Hawaii’s Base
Motor Transport Chief.  “We al-
so require the drivers to main-
tain a speed five miles per hour
less than the posted limit when
the van is full.

In addition to educating the
operators, motor pool personnel
are ensuring drivers conduct
proper inspections prior to leav-
ing the dispatch area.  Crash da-
ta from NHTSA suggests proper
rear tire inflation is essential to
maintain stability under fully
loaded conditions.

According to the NHTSA, 15-
passenger vans normally do not
have a higher propensity to
rollover than any other truck or
van.  The problems arise when
the vans are fully-loaded, and an
inexperienced driver loses con-
trol of the vehicle.  

Loading the vans to capacity
causes the vehicle’s center of
gravity to shift rearward and up,
creating ideal conditions for a
rollover under certain emer-
gency maneuvers.

Operators of the vans are not
required to have a commercial

NHTSA issues
safety alert for 15-

passenger vans

Pay hike
slated

for 2002

Sgt. David Salazar
Press Chief

A former field wireman with
Headquarters and Service Co.,
1st Bn., 3rd Marine Regiment,
has been arrested in connection

with a murder that occurred
while he was stationed aboard
the former Marine Corps Air
Station Kaneohe Bay.

Delmar J. Edmunds, 46, was
arrested in Indianapolis July 17,
for the murder and rape of a 13-

year-old Kailua girl.  
Edmunds allegedly commit-

ted the crimes on March 14, 1975
— during the last year of his
tour of duty aboard K-Bay.

Edmunds was questioned as
a suspect in the initial investiga-

tion in 1975 after another girl es-
caped the attack and identified
Edmunds from a police line up.

Edmunds was released when
the girl could not positively
identify him.

Edmunds is currently facing

extradition hearings.  
If  Indiana judicial officials

approve his extradition, he will
be sent back to Hawaii to stand
trial.

Edmunds maintains a plea of
“not guilty.”

Former K-Bay Marine held for murder

See VANS, A-7

Sgt. Richard W. Holtgraver Jr.

Colonel Joseph V. Medina, 3rd Marine Regiment commanding officer, shakes the hand of
Gunnery Sgt. Robert C. Ricks, a reserve military policeman, during a small ceremony to honor
the Vietnam veteran for his service with 1/3 during the war.

Sgt. Richard W.
Holtgraver Jr.

Combat Correspondent

A Marine reservist was
honored during an outdoor
ceremony near the Provost
Marshal’s Office aboard MCB
Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, July
17, for his service with 3rd
Marine Regiment during the
Vietnam War.

Gunnery Sgt. Robert C.
Ricks, a reserve military po-
liceman, was honored by Col.
Joseph V. Medina, 3rd Marine
Regiment commanding offi-
cer, with two unit coins and a
rare 3rd Marines watch for

his service with 1st Bn., 3rd
Marine Regiment more than
30 years ago.

The small ceremony
caught Ricks by surprise, and
after a few words from Col.
Medina to the small group of
Marines who had gathered to
meet the combat veteran,
Ricks found it hard initially
to find the right words to say
to the group.

After a few moments,
Ricks told the group about
the importance of remember-
ing what being a Marine had
meant to him.

“Think about the Marines
and the traditions that have

come before you, and carry
them on proudly,” Ricks said.

His ability to honor
Marines Corps traditions and
remember the
“Leathernecks” before him is
why, after 34 years of being a
Marine, Ricks will be able to
proudly retire.

After more than 21 years of
active and reserve duty in the
Marine Corps, Ricks wanted
to conduct his last annual re-
serve training aboard MCB
Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, with
1/3, because it was with 1/3
that he served during the

Enlisted Vietnam veteran retires

See RICKS, A-7
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JTF-FA CHANGES

COMMANDERS
Air Force Brigadier Gen. Steven J. Redman

assumed command of the Joint Task Force-
Full Accounting from Army Brig. Gen. Harry
B. Axson Jr., during a ceremony Monday at
11 a.m.

TOYS FOR TOTS SEEKS

VOLUNTEERS
The Toys for Tots 2000 campaign provid-

ed more than 50,000 toys for children on
Oahu and neighboring Hawaiian islands.
However, this year’s goal is to provide more
than 55,000 toys for needy children in
Hawaii.

Volunteers are needed from MCB
Hawaii’s major commands to help 4th Force
Reconnaissance Co. reach its goal.
Volunteers are needed to pick up or collect
toys at various events and company parties.

Certificates of appreciation are provided
for support, and Marines may qualify for the
Volunteer Service Medal.

Contact Staff Sgt. Villarreal or Staff Sgt.
Smith at 257-1077, ext. 232 or ext. 233, to vol-
unteer and provide hope to a child in your
area during the Christmas holidays.

CORRESPONDENTS WANTED
Sergeants and below who dare to become

Combat Correspondents — the print and
broadcast journalists of the Corps — and
who would pride themselves in telling the
Marine Corps story can seize the opportuni-
ty with a lateral move into the 4300 field.

Enthusiastic Marines can contact Gunnery
Sgt. Rhys Evans at 257-8838 or 8840 for more
details.

EOD MARINES SOUGHT
The Explosive Ordnance Disposal field is

looking for motivated Marines to lateral
move into Military Occupational Specialty
2336 and join their ranks.  

Volunteers must be a corporal or sergeant,
a U.S. citizen, have a GT of 110 or higher, and
be able to hold a secret security clearance.

Motivated Marines meeting these basic re-
quirements should contact their career plan-
ner or call 257-7112 for more details.   

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Base Emergency 257-9111
MPD 257-7114
Crisis Hotline 521-4555
Child Protective Services 832-5300

Sgt. Otto C. Pleil-Muete
MarForPac Public Affairs

CAMP H.M. SMITH -
To most, the base looked as
it had any other day.  But to
one gentleman whose eyes
had not seen the base in 40
years, it appeared in a
much different light July
19.

From 1959 until 1961,
William Said served two of
his eight years in the
Marine Corps as a military
policeman at Camp Smith.
Then he was reassigned
and soon after left the
Marine Corps for a 30-year
career in his home state of
Indiana as a state police-
man.

Although he had never
returned to the Hawaiian
Islands, Said never forgot
his experience here.  

Thus 40 years later, he
and his wife decided to
take a cruise around sever-
al of the islands.  

Said was eager to return
to Oahu and visit his old
station at Camp Smith.

“It is really exciting to
come back here because I
can get back in touch with
part of my life,” revealed
Said.  “It was quite a plea-
sure to work here.”

His wife Phyllis could
not believe that he never
toured the other islands un-
til their recent cruise, but
Said recalled working a
pretty rigid schedule —  a
24-hour on/24-hour off
shift, seven days a week —
as a military policeman,
which didn’t give him too
much time to travel.

During his free time, he
remembered playing eight-

man football with his fel-
low Marines at Bordelon
Field.

Aside from the massive
construction work at Camp
Smith, Said immediately
noticed several differences
in the surrounding build-
ings.  

The military police
building, currently its own
entity apart from the head-
quarters building, used to
be attached to the head-
quarters building via a long
passageway.  

The standard operating
procedure of a verbal shout
for communication has also
been replaced by state-of-
the-art equipment, which
the military police use to-

day in their line of work.
After Said left the Corps,

he had imagined he was
finished polishing his shoes
and shining his brass, but
he couldn’t have been more
wrong.  He willingly con-
tinued the habits he gained
in the Marine Corps in his
career as a state policeman.

“He’s followed the police
field all his life,” said his
wife.  “It’s always been a
part of him.”  Said ex-
pressed how easy it was for
him to distinguish the pri-
or servicemembers among
the police officers around
him.  

“I think, overall, that the
Marine Corps builds a tie
with every individual,” ex-

plained Said.  “It gives you
self-confidence and a gen-
eral ability to present your-
self in front of others, but
you’re also not overbearing
because you have respect
for others.  

“You’re not afraid to say
Sir or Ma’am, but you can
also be an authoritative fig-
ure,” he added.

After his hour-long tour
of the base, Said and his
wife resumed their
Hawaiian Islands cruise.
While other tourists may
travel thousands of miles
for hula dancers or high
surf, Said was determined
to revisit his roots at Camp
Smith and did so, reliving
cherished memories.

Lieutenant Col. Mark S. Shafer relinquished com-
mand of the Marine Aviation Logistics Support
Element, Kaneohe, to Lt. Col. John C. Wright Sr.
Lieutenant Col. Wright comes to MCB Hawaii,
Kaneohe Bay, from Norfolk, Va., where he served as
the Aviation Maintenance Officer, Aviation
Logistics, Marine Forces Atlantic.  Lieutenant Col.
Shafer departed K-Bay to serve as Assistant Chief
of Staff, Aviation Logistics, Marine Forces Pacific.Lt.Col. Wright Lt.Col. Shafer

Lt. Col. Wright takes
MALSEK helm

Indiana policeman returns to
Camp Smith after 40 years

Sgt. Otto C. Pleil-Muete

William Said shares his pictures and memories with Assistant Force Protection Officer
Master Sgt. Gregory Mitchell, and Military Policemen Lance Cpl. William Lewis and Cpl.
James Gifford.

PAY SCALE, From A-1
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“CWO2 George
G. Bernard, he
was my first of-
ficer in charge
in the fleet. He
was always a
perfect example
of being a good
Marine and a
person.”

Sgt. Aaron B.
Dobson
NBC defense
specialist
HQBn.

WWORDORD ONON THETHE

SS T R E E TT R E E T

Who has had
the greatest
influence on

you as a
Marine?

“My family, be-
cause without
my family I
wouldn’t have
the motivation
to keep striving
as a Marine.”

Cpl. Kristina
D. Roberts
Pay clerk
Disbursing

“Gunnery
Sgt. Middleton.

He was a
Surface-to-Air

Missile System
staff non-

commissioned
officer in

charge at my
first unit. He

was 100 percent
straight

forward and
honest, and he

didn’t sugar
coat anything.”

Cpl. Luke S.
Telford

Navigational
aids chief

MCAF

“Gunnery
Sgt. Mark A.
Griggs. It is

difficult to
attempt to en-
capsulate the

exceptional
qualities, and

leadership
abilities of

Gunnery Sgt.
Griggs into

one short
statement.”
Cpl. Nancy

L. Miller
Asset

manager
MALSEK

“Chief Warrant
Officer 4
George
Wooten,
because he
never accepts
anything less
from his
Marines than
their best
effort.”

Sgt. Justin T.
Honaker
Helicopter dy-
namic compo-
nent mechanic
MALSEK

Story and photos by 
Sgt. Robert Carlson
Combat Correspondent

The 93rd Weapons of Mass
Destruction – Civil Support Team con-
ducted exercises aboard MCB Hawaii,
Kaneohe Bay, last week and moved
one step closer to their federal certifi-
cation requirements.

The team consists of 22 full-time re-
serve component personnel from
Hawaii’s National Guard and is
trained to quickly deploy to assist lo-
cal civilian authorities in determining
the nature and extent of a “weapons of
mass destruction” attack on the local
population.

In an effort to counter terrorism,
WMD CSTs were directed to begin
training and certification.  Federal
funding has been provided for 32
teams so far.  The entire process takes
15 months, and 10 of the 32 teams have
finished their certification.

The teams are unique because they
are federally resourced, trained and
evaluated, but controlled by the state.
They are trained to perform their mis-
sion under the command and control
of the governor and would work in
concert with local agencies on the
scene of an incident.

With the help of MCB Hawaii and
numerous civilian agencies, the WMD-
CST was able to successfully complete
its second situational training exercise.

The exercise started at the
Boondocker Theater with a relatively
simple simulated chemical incident.
As could be the case during a weapons
of mass destruction attack, the first to
respond was the Honolulu Fire
Department.  After realizing the sce-
nario involved simulated toxic chemi-
cals and explosives, they followed
their standard operating procedures
for handling the situation.  As the sce-
nario progressed, other civilian agen-
cies and the WMD-CST became in-
volved and had to work together to
neutralize the danger.

As the scenario unfolded, members
of the DoD contractor evaluation team
monitored the progress.

“What we’re looking at is how well
all of the different agencies work to-
gether to get the situation under con-
trol,” said Michael Caldwell, the train-
ing program manager for Battell
Memorial Institute.  “Interagency in-
teroperability is key in making this
type of thing work, and that’s the
whole purpose of this exercise.”

With each new day came a new sce-
nario.  The situations simulated in the
exercise became progressively more
challenging, and the locations
changed.  With so many emergency ve-
hicles and pieces of equipment con-
centrated in a small area, it became ap-
parent to the participants that early co-
ordination is important to success.

“The different agencies are working
through issues such as equipment
placement and communications, and
they are gaining knowledge that will
help them when they have to do this
after a real incident,” said Caldwell.

There were a few times when the ex-
ercise nearly ground to a halt because
of issues with coordination and “foot-
print.”  Members of the Battelle train-
ing and evaluation team stepped in
and offered guidance and suggestions
so the agencies could work through
their issues and continue with the mis-
sion at hand.  By the last day of the ex-
ercise, all of the civilian agencies and
the WMD-CST team were working
and coordinating well with each other,
according to Caldwell.

Agencies involved in the exercise in-
cluded the Honolulu Fire Department,
the Federal Fire Department, special
teams from the Honolulu Police
Department, State Civil Defense,
Environmental Medical Unit Six, and
several teams from the National
Guard.

In addition to the National Guard
and the civilian agencies, units from
MCB Hawaii also participated.

Gunnery Sgt. Jeff Morris, an
Explosive Ordnance Disposal techni-
cian, said the exercise was great for the
Marines on his team.

“Skills to handle these types of sce-
narios require a steep learning curve,
and having the other agencies around
opened our eyes to new ways of doing
the job,” he said.  “We’re getting a lot
of good ideas from the other teams,
and pushing each other to really think
things through.”

Morris said the EOD teams set up
challenges for each other during the
exercise and got together afterward to
analyze how each team went about ac-
complishing its mission.

“When we’re in the protective suits,
there is limited time to get the job done,
so we need to maximize our efficien-
cy,” Morris added.  “We’ve learned a
lot from the other teams, and they’ve
learned from us.”

Some lessons learned really hit
home according to Morris.  While
members of the Honolulu Police
Department Bomb Squad were going
through the exercise, one team mem-
ber ran out of air before he could com-
plete the decontamination process and

remove his protective suit.
“The same thing happened to me

during one of the scenarios,” Morris
admitted.  “It really makes you focus
after something like that happens.”

Morris said working under the “fog
of war” associated with handling a sit-
uation where explosives, chemical
agents, heat, time limits and uncer-
tainty — all at the same time — makes
the job interesting.

The exercise highlighted barriers in
interoperability and gave the agencies
involved notice that their procedures
need to be strictly adhered to in order
for the teams to function together effi-
ciently.

“Training with the civilian counter-
parts was one of the most important
benefits for the WMD-CST,” said
Caldwell.  “Understanding the equip-
ment, operational footprint and proce-
dures the different agencies use in-
creases interagency interoperability,
and by practicing here the CST is hon-
ing practices that will increase their
chances of success.”

Hawaii’s Civil Support Team
closer to federal certification

During the exercise aboard K-Bay, Weapons of Mass Destruction CST members worked through several chemical and ex-
plosive threats.

Above — Members of the Honolulu and
Federal Fire Departments discuss their op-
tions during a simulated chemical incident.
Left — Members of the same team used spe-
cial equipment to analyze and identify chemi-
cal agents.

Weapons of Mass Destruction CST
members check for signs of contami-
nation. 

Guard trains at K-Bay,
assists civil authorities
quell mass destruction



Sgt. Robert Carlson
Combat Correspondent

Families had the opportunity
to get their child safety seats in-
spected and to learn about how
their child’s seat can prevent in-
juries in the event of an accident,
July 14.

The inspection station was
opened for two hours, and dur-
ing that time, the crew inspect-
ed more than 20 vehicles.

“The first thing we do is check
the seat and the installation with
the child in the seat,” said Dan
Matyniuk, a traffic safety spe-
cialist and car seat technician in-
structor at MCB Hawaii’s Base
Safety Office.  “We want to

make sure the harness is snug,
the retainer clips are secure, and
that the seat is secured to the car
properly.”

After checking the installa-
tion with the child inside, the in-
spectors removed the seats and
made a thorough check. 

“We check the seat for dam-
age, wear, age, model, serial
number, and manufacturer.  If
everything is alright, we walk
through proper installation
with the parents,” said
Martyniuk.  “The idea is to have
the children leave here safer in
their seats than when they came
in.”

In addition to the MCB
Hawaii Base Safety Office, the

station was manned by
volunteers from the
Honolulu Police
Department, Hawaii
Pacific University’s
Nursing Program,
Kapiolani Hospital,
Windward Auto Sales,
the University of
Hawaii, and Saint
Francis Hospital.  

While helping par-
ents find the best prac-
tices for using the child
safety seats in their
particular vehicle, the
volunteers pointed out
safety concerns and
alerted owners to man-
ufacturers recall no-
tices.  

Some of the most
common discrepancies
found during the in-
spections were child
seats not securely fas-
tened to the car, har-
nesses not tight
enough, and retaining
clips not fastened.

“A child seat works a

lot like a motorcycle helmet or a
crumple zone on a car in slow-
ing down the child’s body be-
fore the sudden stop at the end
of a collision,” Martyniuk ex-
plained.  “The seat and the har-
nesses are designed to give and
stretch and absorb the force of

an impact.  The seat must be an
integral part of the car in order
for it to be effective in protecting
the child.”

Martyniuk and the rest of the
volunteers conduct this type of
inspection at least four times a
year – on base and out in the

surrounding community.  They
also do child seat fitting and in-
stallation training by appoint-
ment.  

For more information about
child safety seat installation and
use, call the Base Safety Office at
257-1831.
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Base Safety partners with local agencies to protect kids

Sgt. Robert Carlson

Guy Yamashita, a volunteer from the
Honolulu Police Department, fits 3-year-
old Marcus Young into his new seat dur-
ing the inspection event.  Marcus’ parents
found out their child seat had been re-
called, and they took the opportunity to
get the new seat fitted properly

Yards & BEQs of the Quarter

Cpl. Roman Yurek

Brigadier Gen. R.E. Parker Jr., commanding general for MCB Hawaii, presents the BEQ Area of
the Quarter award to Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 463, the “Pegasus,” Barracks 229.
Accepting the award was Sgt. Chad Dalton who was credited to have done much of the work on
the area around the barracks.  Yard of the Quarter awardees were:  Lt. Col. Mark and Bonnie
Dungan, 1st Lt. Jeffery and Kaitlien McClung, Gunnery Sgt. Randy and Cindy Holman, Staff Sgt.
Richard and Susan Pugh, Staff Sgt. Anthony and Jacquie Brush, Sgt. William and Niccole Jay,
Sgt. Michael and Nicole Poole, and Lance Cpl. Eladio and Marrina Chavez.  The 3rd Marine
Regiment headquarters, Bldg. 1088, received the award for Command Area of the Quarter.
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Cleared for landing

Sgt. Richard W. Holtgraver Jr.

MCB Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, residents gathered around and watched, Saturday morning, as base employees
moved a P3C Orion from the K-Bay flightline to its new home as a static display in front of the headquarters
building of the Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Force, Pacific.

Lt. Col. Mark and Bonnie
Dungan
1st Lt. Jeffery and Kaitlien
McClung
Gunnery Sgt. Randy and Cindy
Holman
Staff Sgt. Richard and Susan
Pugh
Staff Sgt. Anthony and Jacquie
Brush
Sgt. William and Niccole Jay
Sgt. Michael and Nicole Poole
Lance Cpl. Eladio and Marrina
Chavez
3rd Marine Regiment headquar-
ters building 1088



Lisa Aszklar
N/MCRS

“In this world nothing
can be said to be certain, ex-
cept death and taxes.”

Benjamin Franklin (1706-
1790)

No honest person can
disagree with the wisdom
of Ben Franklin, particu-
larly on the subjects of
death and taxes.  

However, what Frank-
lin did not know is that
the Navy/Marine Corps
Relief Society can help
with life’s  inevitabilities.  

While the society does-
n’t have the fountain of
youth or the key to the
U.S. Treasury, it does have
a secret weapon to help
military personnel and
their families meet yearly
financial obligations, as
well as those associated
with the passing of a fam-
ily member – free budget
counseling.

Free Budget Counseling
Provided

Trained N/MCRS bud-
get counselors can help
servicemembers and their
spouses set realistic sav-
ing goals, and at the same
time, identify those
spending habits that eat
into the servicemember’s
paycheck.  

In about an hour, a de-
tailed and confidential
budget can be formulated
to help the servicemember
stretch those hard-earned
dollars to meet financial
obligations, plus put aside
funds for those unfore-
seen events that demand
immediate attention.  

Best of all, the service is
free.

Emergency Grants
Provided

In addition to budget
counseling, N/MCRS also
offers several forms of as-
sistance to servicemem-
bers who experience a
death in the immediate
family.  

In the case of the death
of a dependent, the society
makes available a $3,000
grant to the servicemem-
ber, if needed for funeral
expenses.  Emergency
loans also are available to
help the servicemember
cover the cost of travel ex-
penses to reach the funer-
al.

The society offers spe-
cific programs to assist
widows and widowers of
servicemembers, as well

as children of deceased
personnel, both retired
and active duty.
Assistance may take the
form of either an interest-
free loan or a grant, and all
financial aid is based on
need, which is determined
by the budget formulated
by the applicant and the
N/MCRS counselor.

Survivor Benefits Info
Provided

The N/MCRS coun-
selor Judy Lillard stresses
that the Society often
serves as a starting point
for dependent family
members seeking infor-

mation relating to sur-
vivor benefits.  

Sometimes, Lillard
points out, N/MCRS’s
most important role isn’t
one of a financial natue —
it’s being able to tell a new
widow or widower or a
dependent child where to
turn for specific benefits
from any one of a number
of government agencies.  

Additionally, the
Society has published a
pamphlet entitled “Facts
About Funerals” to help
educate servicemembers
and their dependents
about making funeral
arrangements.  

“The time to think

about funerals is when
you’re not grieving.
Knowing up front how to
bury a spouse or other
loved one without the ag-
gravation of dealing with
funeral directors is a good
deal,” said N/MCRS
Director of
Communications John
Alexander.  

The brochure details
ways to cut corners with-
out cutting quality, and
it’s available free at all lo-
cal N/MCRS offices.  

For more information
about any program, stop
by their office located at
Bldg. 216 aboard K-Bay, or
call 254-1327/1328.
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Navy/Marine Corps Relief Society
helps Sailors, Marines tackle issues
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driver’s license, but the Naval Safety Center strongly
recommends operators of these vehicles attend the
American Automobile Association driver improve-
ment program prior to driving.

The Naval Safety Center further recommends 15-
passenger van operators familiarize themselves with
the vehicle’s handling characteristics, especially when
the van is loaded to capacity.

In addition to understanding the handling charac-
teristics of a loaded van, maintaining a safe speed, and
doing proper vehicle inspections prior to driving, the
NHTSA and the Naval Safety Center stress the impor-
tance of wearing seatbelts.  Hawaii state law makes
seatbelt use mandatory for all the vehicle’s driver and
all passengers.  Wearing seatbelts greatly increases the
chances of survival during a rollover.

The data generated at the NHTSA did not focus on
any particular make of 15-passenger van, and the re-
sults demonstrated the chance of a rollover does exist
if the van is loaded to capacity and an inexperienced
operator loses control of the vehicle.

For more information about the 15-passenger van
crash characteristics, visit the NHTSA online at
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/ncsa.

VANS, From A-1

Vietnam War.
In February 1967, Ricks graduated

from Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris
Island, and after completing infantry
school, he was sent to  Vietnam as a mor-
tarmen with 1/3.  After leaving the
Marine Corps in 1971, Ricks remained
out of the Corps for 13 years until he
joined the reserves in 1984.

For Ricks, it was a dream come true to
conduct his last annual reserve training

in Hawaii and finish his career where it
had started.

The soon-to-be-civilian took time dur-
ing a barbecue, held to congratulate the
efforts of the Provost Marshals Office
during BayFest 2001, to converse with
the junior Marines from PMO and pass
on some simple guidance that had
helped him during his Marine Corps ca-
reer.

“Do your job to the best of your abili-
ty,” said Ricks. “And be proud of being
a Marine.”

RICKS, From A-1

Help conserve energy
by following some of
these suggestions:

• Shut off lighting
when leaving a room.

• Keep all doors and
windows closed when
running air conditioning
at home or at your work
location.

Save energy



Cpl. Kimberly S.
Leone

MCRD San Diego Public
Affairs

MCRD SAN DIEGO,
Calif. — Tears fill her dark
brown eyes as Theresa
pulls to the side of the
road. Every now and then
the happiness is over-

whelming and she has to
pinch herself to make sure
she isn’t dreaming.

“There are times when I
can’t believe I will soon
own my own home,” said
the soft-spoken single
mother of two.

Helping to make
Theresa’s new home a re-
ality, five Marines from

Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego joined
fellow servicemembers
from the USS Coronado,
the Navy Fleet Anti-
Submarine Warfare
Training Center and other
Habitat for Humanity vol-

unteers July 14, to add
their sweat to the con-
struction process.

Habitat for Humanity is
a non-profit organization
powered almost entirely
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EVERY CLIME AND PLACE

Marines, Sailors help construct
new Habitat for Humanity home

See HABITAT, A-10



by volunteers and the
“sweat equity” of those
people who become
homeowners through the
program.

The goal of Habitat for
Humanity is to provide
low-income families sim-
ple, decent homes they
can afford to pay for,
which are purchased on
20-year, no-interest mort-
gages that go back into
Habitat construction.

“I would never have
been able to buy a home
without the help of
Habitat,” Theresa said,
hard at work on the eaves
of her new home.

Sharing a two-bedroom
apartment with her 75-
year-old father and two
kids bordering on their
teenage years, Theresa
easily met the first re-
quirement of showing a
need for adequate hous-
ing.

The second require-
ment is that potential
Habitat homeowners have
the ability to pay not only
their mortgage payments
but also the bills that come
with taking care of a home
and a family.

Finally, the commit-
ment to “sweat equity” —
to devote 250 volunteer
work hours to Habitat for
every adult in the family is
essential to meeting the
third and final require-
ment of the screening
process.

There are specifics relat-

ed to income and the
number of people in the
household and credit and
so on, according to
Theresa.

Learning a few things
about construction added
to the personal rewards
earned by the Depot
Marines who left behind
their racks early on a
Saturday morning to help
out at the Habitat con-
struction site.

“I’ve never used a pow-
er saw before today,” said
Lance Cpl. Rebecca L.
Kindell, videographer,
Combat Visual
Information Center,
MCRD San Diego, as bits

of saw dust peppered her
black hair. “Now I can say
I know how to use a pow-
er saw, and I spent my day
doing something for
somebody besides my-
self.”

The man responsible for
motivating the Marines to
volunteer was Alex De
Los Santos, program coor-
dinator, Single Marines
Program.  Habitat for
Humanity programs get
military personnel out in-
to the community and in-
volved during their spare
time, he said.

(Editor’s Note:  Due to
privacy, the homeowner’s
last name  wasn’t disclosed.)
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Cpl. Kimberly S. Leone

A single Marine helps with
Habitat construction.

HABITAT, From A-8



Traffic Court

There were 62 traffic
tickets issued for the week
of July 13-19.

The Blotter
-A Marine reported that

person(s) unknown dam-
aged a roll-up door on a
government building,
making it difficult to open.

-A Marine was appre-
hended after he was trav-
eling in his vehicle at a
high rate of speed and lost
control, causing him to
run into a traffic light.

-Three Marines report-
ed that person(s) un-
known entered their se-
cured and unattended
barracks room and stole
their checkbooks and
ATM cards.

-A Marine was arrested
by HPD for trespassing.
Bail was set at $100.

-A Marine was appre-
hended for failure to obey
a lawful order, drunk and
disorderly and disrespect
towards a Staff NCO, after
he was told to leave
Bayfest and failed to do
so.

-An airman reported
that person(s) unknown
damaged his vehicle by
putting a 4-inch dent in it,

while he left it secured
and unattended.

-A Marine was involved
in a traffic accident after
he was backing his vehicle
and failed to maintain
proper distance from an-
other vehicle.

-A Marine reported that
while he was deployed,
someone stole his vehicle
cover and damaged his
vehicle by scratching it.

Lost and Found

To contact Lost and
Found, please call Cpl.
Fernandez at 257-2103,
ext. 325.

Neighborhood Watch

Crime Prevention is
looking for neighborhood
representatives to take
charge of local neighbor-
hoods.  

If you’re interested in
getting involved, call

Crime Prevention at 257-
2103, ext. 314.

Crime Prevention

Contact Sgt. Kendra
Gasper at  Crime
Prevention for police is-
sues at 257-2103, ext. 314.
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1-Be nurturing parents.
2-Help a friend, neigh-
bor or relative with
parenting responsibili-
ties.
3-Help yourself by tak-
ing time out and
getting help, whenever
needed, with parenting.
4-Respect children.
5-Get involvedin family
activities in your area.
6-Help to develop par-
enting resources at
your local library.
7-Promote prevention
programs in schools.
8-Monitor your child’s
TV  and video habits.
9-Volunteer at a shelter.
10-Report abuse.
Courtesy: Prevent Child

Abuse Hawaii

10 Ways to
Help Prevent
Child Abuse


