DECISION PAPER

Subj:
MARINE FORCES PACIFIC BAND PARTICIPATION IN 30 NOV 02 UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII/UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA FOOTBALL GAME

PURPOSE
To provide the Commanding General with information on the feasibility of the Marine Forces Pacific Band performing at the University of Hawaii /University of Alabama football game on 30 Nov 02 at Aloha Stadium.

BACKGROUND

Due to extreme cost factors, the 350-400 member University of Alabama “Million Dollar Band” will not travel to Hawaii for the subject mentioned game.  Mr. Mickey Xxxxxxx, the Father of an inbound MarForPac Band member proposed the idea of the MarForPac Band representing the University of Alabama Band in an 11 Jul e-mail to CWO3 Xxxxxxx.  No contact has been made with the University of Alabama or the “Million Dollar Band’s” director, Ms. Kathryn Xxxxxxx who would fly out and work with the MarForPac Band on the University of Alabama Fight song, and some cheers.  The game is scheduled to receive nationally televised coverage on ESPN.

DISCUSSION

· Events of this type normally have not been supported due to minimal benefit to the Marine Corps as a whole (Recruiting) due to non-televised broadcast.  National Television is a real plus. 

· If this is a legal commitment, the residual fallout for recruiting college applicants in the Marine Corps given the current state of the economy would be a positive benefit, and a good public relations/recruiting tool-unless The University of Alabama crushes U.H.

·  If approved, some type of coordination with the University of Hawaii, and their music program will be arranged for informational and good will purposes prior to the game.

· Future teams that travel without their bands could be a concern-possibly other service bands could answer the call.   
· The Staff Judge Advocate will make final determination after coordination with HQMC (SJA, PA, and Recruiting Command) for feasibility before any contact is made with the University of Alabama.  The MarForPac and CincPac PAO’s will be informed after HQMC contact has been made.

RECOMMENDATION

Barring any objectionable legal concerns, Recommend the CG approve.

Staff Judge Advocate Recommends.   Approval___________Disapproval___________

Public Affairs Officer Recommends   Approval___________Disapproval___________

Deputy Commander Recommends      Approval___________Disapproval___________

Commanding General Decision:
        Approved________________________________





        Disapproved______________________________
