INFORMATION PAPER

                        15 August 2002    

Subject:  MANPOWER MANAGEMENT ENLISTED ASSIGNMENTS (MMEA) VISIT SCHEDULED FOR  
    18 TO 20 SEPTEMBER 2002 TO MARINE CORPS BASE HAWAII

1.  Purpose.  To provide the Commanding General information regarding four issues affecting the decisions of officers to execute Permanent Change of Station (PCS) Orders to Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH).

2.  Key Points.  During the FY-01 MMEA visit to MCBH, four specific concerns were brought to MMEA’s attention as having a direct impact on officers’ decisions to PCS to MCBH.  The issues were:

· The quality of Hawaii’s public schools

· Base Housing

· Animal Quarantine (cost and length of time animal is kept in quarantine)

· Shipment of two Privately Owned Vehicles (POV)

3.  Issues
    a.  The quality of Hawaii’s public schools.  A perception among service members considering Hawaii as a potential duty station is that its state’s public schools have not achieved educational parity with public schools in CONUS.  This perception is exacerbated with the recent U.S. Department of Education (DOE) report listing several Hawaii public state schools as “failing”. 

Many public state schools labeled by the DOE as “passing,” however, are littered throughout the surrounding communities of MCBH (and Marine Forces Pacific, Camp Smith).  In neighboring Kaneohe, there are 11 public schools and four private schools; and in Kailua, there are 13 public schools and seven private schools.

Among them, are quality education centers, such as Mokapu Elementary School, Kailua Intermediate School, Junior High, and Kalaheo High School who are committed to providing top-notch education to their students. 

· Mokapu Elementary School is the largest elementary school in Windward Oahu, with a student enrollment ranging from 800 to over 950 in classes from preschool to grade six.  Its vision is to develop community a community of learners and its mission is to motivate, educate, and develop responsible citizens.  Mokapu Elementary School has focused on improving teaching practices and aligning the curriculum to the Hawaii Content and Performance Standards II.  Its pursuit of excellence is the purpose of aligning the curriculum to the standards.

· Kailua Intermediate School is a comprehensive public, co-educational school that is dedicated to ensuring that all children, regardless of their backgrounds, can realize their full potential as productive citizens.  Its mission is to provide a positive, safe, learning environment, which promotes academic excellence, creativity, self-concept and self-esteem, respect, satisfaction, and the development of responsible citizenship.  Kailua Intermediate School approaches its goals in a forward and determined manner so that its school community will be empowered to participate in the process of shared collaboration and decision-making.  

· Kalaheo High School is the top-rated high school in Windward Oahu.  Its focus continues to be on the superior achievements of its students and their  development into forward thinking, productive citizens.  Statistics maintained by the DOE show Kalaheo High School as being above the state’s average in both reading and math.  Additionally, Kalaheo was recently the subject of the U.S. Department of Education's Blue Ribbon Schools Award for academic excellence, outstanding extracurricular activities and school pride - all achieved under adverse financial conditions. 
· The Internet site, http://www.hawaii.navy.mil/housing/schools.htm lists all public schools located on the island of Oahu.    

    b.  Base Housing.  Currently, the wait time for officers to move into government-owned housing aboard MCBH is between one and eight months for Company Grade Officers and 10 to 16 months for Field Grade Officers.

In the coming years new officer housing will be built aboard MCBH to accommodate service members desiring to reside in government-owned housing.      

    c.  Animal Quarantine (cost and length of time animal is kept in quarantine).  Hawaii is a rabies free state.  Its quarantine law is designed to protect residents and pets from potentially serious health problems associated with the presence and spread of rabies.  Success of the quarantine program is dependent on maintaining isolation of pets from other animals for the required quarantine period.

Currently, pet owners pay $655 for a minimum 30-day stay in quarantine for a dog or cat.  For those who do not meet specific pre-quarantine qualifications, the cost is $1,080 for a 120-day stay.  

A proposal to create a five-day quarantine for pets brought into Hawaii is being considered, however, by the state veterinarian of Hawaii.  A shorter confinement will mean that pet owners planning a move to Hawaii’s will have to begin a program of vaccinations and vet-supervised monitoring 180 days before moving instead of the current 90 days.

    d.  Shipment of two POVs.  Service members are authorized to ship one privately owned vehicle at government expense.  In the future, however, service members may be authorized to ship two vehicles at government expense.            

4.  Recommendation.  None.  This information papers is provided for informational purposes only.

Prepared by:

A. Marine Officer

MCBH Adjutant

Captain, United States Marine Corps
PAGE  
1

